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Statement of Belief (taken from our website)
Unitarianism is a religious movement in which individuals are free to 
follow their reason and conscience; there is no pressure from creed or 
scripture. We are open to change in the light of new thought and 
discoveries.

We believe that:

• everyone has the right to seek truth and meaning for themselves. 

• the fundamental tools for doing this are your own life experience, 
your reflection upon it, your intuitive understanding and the 
promptings of  your own conscience. 

• the best place to do this is a community that welcomes you for 
who you are, complete with your beliefs, doubts and questions. 

We offer:

• liberty of conscience and freedom from imposed creed, 
confessions and dogmas. 

• a fellowship where people come together to worship; to share 
times of celebration and trial; and to help each other in the quest 
for a faith to live by. 

We affirm  the universal values of love and compassion, peace, truth 
and justice.

We welcome all who come to us in the spirit of goodwill and enquiry, 
regardless of ethnic or religious background, age, gender or sexual 
orientation.

Our thanks to the General Assembly Information Department, for extracts from 'A faith worth 
thinking about' by Peter Sampson et al; and to Ipswich Unitarians for extracts from a leaflet by 
Rev. Cliff  Reed.

2



Chairman’s Chat

Thanks to the work by our plumber and builder (and to a 
generous grant from the Midland Unitarian Association) we now 
have a new toilet on the ground floor, which will be much more 
accessible for the congregation.  It has been there for a few weeks 
and some of us have used it, but now it has a proper door (with a 
bolt).  To make it easy and safe to use there is now a solid gate 
across the top of the stairs and the angled step has been filled in 
and levelled up with a good, solid block.  I look forward to the 
time (shortly) when we also have a towel rail and a toilet-roll 
holder and maybe we could give it a coat of  paint?
Watch this space Ð or Ð try it for yourself!

It is with regret that I hear that Sue has decided to resign from the 
editorship of the Newsletter, but I can understand her point; as 
she becomes more active nationally and with her studies at 
Manchester College she is perhaps not as up to date with things 
happening locally, so is finding it more difficult to assemble news 
for each edition.

I would like to thank her for all the work she has put into it over 
the years (she was its founding Editor) and hope that she will 
contribute to it in the future.

Thanks Sue!
Jon. Small, Chairman
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Three Medieval Jews

On the afternoon of Sunday 16th May 2010, members of 
NorthamptonÕs Jewish Congregation and guests met at the Jewish 
cemetery for a most unusual burial service.

I have never witnessed a Jewish burial service, so I did not know 
what to expect and I think many others were in the same boat.  
However, I was assured by one of the congregation afterwards 
that it went very much like a regular service, but with one unusual 
aspect; the burial was of three Jews, two males and one female 
who died 800 years ago.

In 1992 a culvert collapsed in Temple Bar, a small right-of-way off 
the Barrack Road and human bones were uncovered.  Through 
research by Marcus Roberts they were eventually identified as 
being from the medieval Jewish cemetery that lay beyond the 
North Gate of the old walled Town.  Later research and field 
work by archaeologists from Birmingham University has been 
able to identify the area of  this ancient enclosure.

Now after examination by specialists was the time to re-inter 
these remains in a manner that respected their ancient faith.

A large number of people assembled in the Ohel or small prayer-
house situated next to the Jewish burial area in Towcester Road 
Cemetery.  Most were members of NorthamptonÕs Jewish 
Community, but some were from elsewhere including a group of 
Hasidim from North London, three of whom had assisted with 
the survey of the Medieval Jewish Cemetery in Temple Bar in 
July 2009.
The remains were contained in three standard archaeological 
boxes, rather like large shoeboxes, tied with white ribbon.  They 
consisted of three individuals, two men, one of whom had 
arthritis and a woman.  The service was conducted by Rabbi 
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Elkan Levy who I understand is the Rabbi for small communities 
(Northampton doesnÕt have its own Rabbi at present).  Prayers 
were said in Hebrew which I could not join in with or follow as 
my Hebrew is very basic, but the address was in English and 
Rabbi Levy made what I thought was a good point.  As we are 
created in G-DÕs image we should always respect human remains.  
He talked about Jewish life and conditions in medieval England 
and the relatively short time there had been a Jewish community 
in Northampton up to the Expulsion in 1290.

As he spoke I looked at the three boxes on the table in the middle 
of the prayer-house and tried to imagine what they would have 
been like, looked like and the life they had led.  I realised that I 
was going to only really understand half of the service, the 
English bit Ð then I realised that if those three individuals could 
hear they also would have only understood half of the service, the 
Hebrew part; for the English we speak is so differently from the 
English of medieval Britain.  In a conversation later with Rabbi 
Levy he pointed out that their first language would have been 
Norman French 
anyway.

The three boxes 
were carried out 
to the prepared 
g r a v e 
accompanied by 
the men fo lk 
with the Rabbi 
intoning prayers.  
T h e y w e r e 
lowered w i th 
g rea t respec t 
into the earth.  
We took in turns 
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to carefully shovel soil into the grave.  We then returned to the 
Prayer-house to complete the service.  After this we set off to the 
Synagogue.  It was here over tea and cakes Marcus Roberts gave a 
short talk about what we had been doing and what had been 
found in Northampton to date
.
After, on the steps of the Synagogue I asked if the service I had 
witnessed was a regular sort of burial service.  I was told, ÒYes it 
was, but this is the first time IÕve seen people leaving at the end 
with smiles on their faces.Ó  It did, I feel, give us all a sense of 
doing some worthy and honourable thing.  Jon Small

Calendar for April to June 2010
July
Tuesday 6th  Discussion Group 7.00 pm. Topic: Where do Morals 
  and Ethics come from?
Sunday 11th Worship service, led by Sue Woolley 
Sunday 25th  Worship service, led by Rowan & Willow
  Songsmith
August
Tuesday 4th    Discussion Group 7.00 pm. Holiday: no meeting
Sunday 8th Worship service, led by Jon Small
Sunday 22nd   Worship service, led by Mark Beaumont

September
Tuesday 7th    Discussion Group 7.00 pm. Topic: Is there a link 
  between Religion and Society?
Sunday 12th Worship service, led by Joanne McGeehan
Sunday 26th  Worship service, led by Fiona Boyle

All worship services are held at 
31, Hazelwood Road, and start at 10.30 am
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Forthcoming Events

Midland Unitarian Association of Lay Preachers
And Service Leaders: Autumn Training

Faith in Action: Social Responsibility

Led by: Mrs. Karen Hanley, Chair of  the GAÕs 
Faith & Public Issues Commission
When: Saturday 9th October 2010 

Where: Kingswood Meeting House, Packhorse Lane,
Hollywood Worcs. B47 5DQ

Time: 10.00 am Ð 4.15 pm (coffee/tea available from 9.30 am)
Cost: Free to MUA delegates

 

Unitarian Association for Lay Ministry
Annual Conference

Alternative Worship
The course, which will be led by UALM members, will focus on:

• Using ritual in ÒnormalÓ services
• Completely alternative services
• Participatory worship
• Movement and dance
• Walking a Labyrinth 
• Putting it all into practice

When: 5th Ð 7th November 2010
Where: The Nightingale Centre, Great Hucklow
Cost: £95 - £105 (depending on accommodation)

Further details for both events from Sue Woolley (see p.8)
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Northampton Unitarians,
31, Hazelwood Road, Northampton NN1 1LG
Website: www.northamptonunitarians.org.uk

Chairman: Mr. Jon Small 
e-mail: jonasmall@hotmail.co.uk

Secretary: Ms. Fiona Boyle
 e-mail: fjboyle@icaew.co.uk
Treasurer: Mr. Martin Weiss 

tel: 01604 405794
Newsletter Editor: Mrs. Sue Woolley 

tel: 01604 870746; e-mail: sue.woolley@virgin.net
Organist: Dr. Mark Beaumont
tel: 079804 98970; e-mail: markbblackpool70@hotmail.com

A Farewell Message from the Editor

This is the 30th issue of Northampton Unitarians News. It has 
appeared quarterly since Autumn 2003, and has reflected all the 
changes in the congregation since then. The first issue was a 
single sheet of A4, and included a report about a congregational 
service held in May 2003; a message from our then Chairman, 
Fiona Boyle, and an article about how far we had come since 
moving to Hazelwood Road in 2000, by Frank Field.
My work and my ministry training have sadly meant that I am no 
longer able to attend worship at Northampton with any regularity. 
So I feel that it is time to bow out gracefully, and hand over the 
Editorship of the Newsletter to someone who is around all the 
time.
I wish the congregation and all its members all the very best for 
the future Ð you are amazing people, and I owe you a lot.
Sue Woolley
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