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Statement of Belief (taken from our website)

Unitarianism is a religious movement in which individuals are free to
follow their reason and conscience; there is no pressure from creed or
scripture. We are open to change in the light of new thought and
discoveries.

‘We believe that:
* everyone has the right to seek truth and meaning for themselves.

the fundamental tools for doing this are your own life experience,
your reflection upon it, your intuitive understanding and the
promptings of your own conscience.

the best place to do this is a community that welcomes you for
who you are, complete with your beliefs, doubts and questions.

‘We offer:

liberty of conscience and freedom from imposed creed,
confessions and dogmas.

a fellowship where people come together to worship; to share
times of celebration and trial; and to help each other in the quest
for a faith to live by.

We affirm the universal values of love and compassion, peace, truth
and justice.

‘We welcome all who come to us in the spirit of goodwill and enquiry,

regardless of ethnic or religious background, age, gender or sexual
orientation.

Our thanks to the General Assembly Information Department, for extracts from 'A faith worth
thinking about' by Peter Sampson et al; and to Ipswich Unitarians for extracts from a leaflet by
Rev. Cliff Reed.



Sir Philip Manfield

Philip, as he preferred to be called, was born on July 26% 1819 in
Bristol. When he was very young his father became paralysed
and could no longer work. His mother educated him until he was
seven when he went out to work. He had various jobs, at the age
of twelve he realised that he needed a trade and became an
apprentice to a boot-closer. At sixteen, now a skilled craftsman
he moved to London but returned to Bristol shortly afterwards,
obtaining a position with a boot and shoe manufacturer and
retailer. He rented a house in a ‘respectable’ part of town but
when the neighbours found he was a working man they
complained to his landlord who asked him to leave. In disgust he
returned to London, later moving to Northampton where he
became the manager of Mr. Swann’s shoe factory. Miss
Carpenter of the Bristol Unitarian Sunday School had furnished
him with letters of introduction to the minister of Northampton
Unitarian Church and other influential members of the
congregation. A few months later Mr. Swann’s business was
failing. Mrs. Swann urged Manfield to join her brother, another
Northampton shoe manufacturer; he refused and decided to
return to London and was about to leave when Mrs. Swann said,
“Why not start for yourself?” After a sleepless night he told his
wife, “I am not going to leave after all, but I shall stay in the town,
and start for myself.”

In 1897 Phillip Manfield presented to the Northampton Unitarian
congregation a church and school rooms built on a piece of land
near Abington Square on the Kettering Road.

His Unitarian principles were carried out in his wider life. As far
as I know he was the first manufacturer in the town to set up
welfare and social facilities for his workers.



To quote from Our Country 1895: -

He was chairman of the Manufacturers’ Association when the Great
Strike of Christmas, 1887, took place, and he fought the battle of his
order with more wisdom and energy than some of the extreme party on
his side are inclined to allow. But his best title to remembrance lies in the
fact that while he contended with the strikers he fed at his own expense
their starving children.

I remember being told that Phillip Manfield and his wife would
go round to his strikers’ houses when they were out and give food
and money to their wives telling them not to tell their husbands
where it came from!

On July 12t 1899 his wife, Lady Margaret died. Two weeks later,
on his eightieth birthday, he was presented with his portrait
painted by Mr. Arthur Hacker. But he was too ill to attend the
ceremony at the Town Hall so the portrait was presented to his
sons. A few days earlier the council had conferred the freedom of
the Borough on him. He died on July 315t 1899.

At the funeral every sect and political party in Town attended.
The representatives of the various public bodies in which he had
been interested formed a procession more than a mile long, and it
was estimated that 15,000 people attended the ceremony!

I have discovered, without too much effort 41 bodies that Sir
Phillip was involved in; mostly philanthropic — there are probably

more. In his time he was regarded as an autocratic paternalist.

To me he seems to have been a good, practical Unitarian!

Jon. Small



Calendar for January to March 2010

January
Tuesday 5

Sunday 10t
Sunday 24t

February
Tuesday 2

Sunday 14t
Sunday 28t

March
Tuesday 27

Sunday 14t

Sunday 28t

Discussion Group 7.00 pm. Topic: The Many Faces
Of God

Worship service, led by Mark Beaumont

Worship service, led by Jon Small

Discussion Group 7.00 pm. Topic: What is the
difference between a religion and a cult?

Worship service, led by Sue Woolley
Worship service, led by Joanne McGeehan

Discussion Group 7.00 pm. Topic: Unitarianism
and Christianity

Worship service, led by Rowan & Willow
Songsmith

Congregational Service. Theme: Easter/Rebirth/
Spring, followed by AGM b see page 10

All worship services are held at

31, Hazelwood Road, and start at 10.30 am

Visitors are most welcome!

Saturday School: Looking at the Big Picture.

On Saturday 3™ October, four of us gathered for a trial run for
this course, which was very ably led by Fiona Boyle. The
objectives of the course were to acquire a broader view of religion
and spirituality in England today by looking at the traditional
churches (particularly the Church of England); at world religions;
at spirituality; and at the mind, body, spirit phenomenon.



In the first session, Fiona took us on a whirlwind tour of the
history of Christianity in England, from the earliest times right up
to the present day. Current issues were touched on, such as the
right of bishops to sit in the House of Lords, the Sunday trading
laws and faith schools. Interestingly, according to the 2001
Census, nearly % of the population still adhere to the Church of
England — our national established church. Nevertheless, there is
a wide tolerance of different religions in England.

After a quick coffee, session 2 looked at what we knew about
different religions, and the common ground between them, which
included a deliberately fiendish quiz, which Fiona intends to
make easier when the course is offered to a wider audience! We
also looked at the different perceptions of religion and
spirituality; religion is sometimes perceived as out-of-date,
irrelevant, too structured and constricting; whereas spirituality is
perceived as more intuitive, freer, less prescriptive and based on
personal experience. The influence of the Internet was touched
on.

After lunch, we filled out a personal experience questionnaire,
which covered our experience of both traditional religion and
what Fiona called the "holistic milieu". We were invited to think
about how we identified ourselves, about the significant changes
in our religious / spiritual lives so far, about our key values, and
about anything in the questionnaire that we felt uncomfortable
about, and why. The final (shorter) session dealt with our views of
the religious / spiritual future; for ourselves, for the UK and for
the world.

It was a fascinating and mind-stretching day. We are hoping to
offer it to a wider audience some time in 2010.

Sue Woolley



MUA Training Day on Prayer & Meditation

13 of us from 7 congregations (including Rowan and Willow
Songsmith from the Leicester Unitarian Fellowship, whom we
were pleased to see again) gathered at Kingswood to learn about
prayer and meditation from Rev. Ant Howe (Kingswood) and
Rev. Sarah Tinker (Kensington). Joanne McGeehan and I
attended from Northampton. After some brief opening devotions,
Sarah set the ball rolling by asking us to split into pairs and
discuss what prayer meant to us. We then fed back to the group,
and the variety of answers was fascinating. Then we talked about
our personal spiritual practices (if any) which included variations
on prayer, meditation and simply appreciating the wider world
(for example nature).

The second session was on meditation, and was led by Sarah. She
explained that we need to be clear when using the word in a
Unitarian service, as it means different things to different people.
She then sent us outside to do a brief walking meditation, just
saying 'thank you'. We learned that meditation is all about
awareness, of taking a step backwards from being the thinker, to
observing yourself. There were also many tips on how to make
meditation a meaningful part of a Unitarian service. The session
was rounded off with a guided visualisation.

After lunch, Ant led us in a session on prayer. Again in small
groups, we were asked to consider what kinds of prayer do (and
do not) work for us in a church/chapel setting. The importance of
appropriate language, the use of pauses, the need for focus, and
the need to be heartfelt were all touched on.

Finally, it was over to us! Ant and Sarah asked us to write a prayer
or meditation either in response to a disaster that had happened in
the last couple of weeks, or about something wonderful that had
happened. The braver among us shared the results with the group.
They also asked one of us to produce some closing devotions for
the day, which we then did.



All in all, it was an inspirational and interesting day. I think
everybody learned a lot, and really appreciated the work that Ant
and Sarah had put in.

Sue Woolley

Grub & Gratitude: MUA Lunch October 2009

A hat trick of firsts: my first MUA lunch, the first lunch under the
moniker of MUA and the first lunch at Kingswood Meeting
House in Hollywood. And all three were excellent inaugural
experiences.  Arriving early at the venue, as I often do at
Unitarian events, as I am usually a passenger of Sue Woolley,
your MUA Secretary (hat 1), I was ready to get stuck into the
expected final preparations. But lo! Where are all the things that
need doing? All is well (laid out), all is beautiful (flowers by
Jenny Buckland), and there is hardly a thing left to do. A few
programmes and menu choices to place, some monies still to
collect, a little water and wine, and then just the finishing touch:
the MUA throng to make it complete.

They, (the throng), duly arrived — 39 of them from 13
congregations (up 5 on participants, but down 4 on congregations
from 2008). Even here I was (happily) usurped from my
anticipated place as tea and coffee server by Alison Thursfield and
Jenny Buckland, who has the most fabulous way of getting
Unitarians to keep their mugs to save on the washing up, or rather
to save those familiar faces who would be the washer-uppers.

The MUA Lunch was truly an MUA affair, with cups, sherry
glasses and other sundry, or not so sundry items i.e. some very
good white and red wine, travelling afar with members, and the
caterers, or at least the head caterer, Jill Bowie, (a talented
member of the choir), part of the Kingswood congregation. For
me, it really added to the occasion that it was all Unitarians
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pulling together to make it happen. For an event like this to go
smoothly, a lot of fast paddling under the water must go on and I
think our very hard-working District Facilitator/Swan, Sue
Woolley (hat 2), deserves her own toast, both Unitarian and
thoroughly loyal, for helping to make this event happen in the
well organised fashion that it did.

After refreshment, the time came to pass into the beautiful chapel
and move from excited greetings to quiet attention. The guest
speaker was our fine GA President, Rev. Bob Wightman. He is a
very approachable, twinkly and humorous gentleman, just
looking at him makes me smile, and I mean that in the best
possible way Bob. His talk was a very interesting one on the
difficulties and rewards of surviving and flourishing Unitarian
congregations. There was, however, some consternation and a
flurry of anxious looks that he was finished well before the
expected time. But Unitarians have no problem filling a pregnant
pause and soon enough questions from the floor were coming at
him to see us through until lunch time.

Back in the schoolroom, Jill Bowie and her team were ready to
serve us our selections, nattily recorded on place cards by the
Swan for the scatty amongst us. All reports of the various options
were positive and portions were certainly generous. Kingswood
Caterers, if I may so call you, you did us proud and I do hope you
enjoyed that lovely box of “Many, Many Thanks” otherwise
known as yummy Thorntons chocolates.

It was lovely to see familiar MUA faces. I would like to say that it
was a great day of Unitarian teamwork and one I shall look

forward to attending, helping out at and enjoying next year.
Joanne McGeehan



Forthcoming Events

Congregational Service

Our Spring congregational service this year is appropriate to the
season, having the theme of Easter / Rebirth / Spring , and will
be taking place on Sunday 28 March 2010 at 31, Hazelwood
Road, at 10.30 a.m. Please bring along a reading, a prayer, a
poem, or just your thoughts on the subject. And remember to let
Mark Beaumont, our organist, know which hymn you would like
to sing!

(4
T

Northampton Unitarians Annual General
Meeting

Our Congregational Service on 28® March (see above) will be
followed by our Annual General Meeting (starting at
approximately 12 noon, after refreshments). If you wish to stand
for election to the Committee, please see the notices in the
Worship Room. It is important that as many members as possible
attend this occasion, as it is your chance to comment on the year
that has been, and to contribute ideas for the year ahead.
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Forthcoming Events

Midland Unitarian Association of Lay Preachers
And Service Leaders Spring Training

Topic: Alternative Worship
Led by: Mrs. Alison Thursfield & Mrs. Sue Woolley
When: Saturday 13 February 2010
Where: The Great Meeting House Unitarian Church,
116, Holyhead Road, Coventry CV1 3AE
Time: 9.30 am — 4.15 pm (coffee/tea available from 9.00 am)
Further details from Sue Woolley (see p.12)
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Midland Unitarian Association Annual General Meeting
When: Saturday 27% March 2010
Where: Unitarian New Meeting Church, Five Ways, Birmingham

B16 8BL
Time: 10.30 am for 11.00 am

Guest Speaker:Rev. Andrew Pakula, Executive Committee link

member for the MUA, and of the UK Spirituality Network
Further details from Sue Woolley (see p.12)
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General Assembly of Unitarian & Free Christian Churches
Annual Meetings

When: 8t — 11 April 2010
Where: Nottingham University, Jubilee Campus

Northampton Unitarians will be sending a delegate.
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T Northampton Unitarians,
31, Hazelwood Road, Northampton NN1 1LG
Website: www.northamptonunitarians.org.uk

Chairman / Secretary: Mr. Jon Small
e-mail: jonasmall@hotmail.co.uk
Newsletter Editor: Mrs. Sue Woolley
tel: 01604 870746; e-mail: sue.woolley@virgin.net
Treasurer: Mr. Martin Weiss
tel: 01604 405794
Organist: Dr. Mark Beaumont

tel: 079804 98970; e-mail: markbblackpool 70@hotmail.com
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In this time of anticipated Spring by Terasa G. Cooley

In this time of anticipated Spring, let us allow ourselves to extend
the anticipation — to value the time of budding before blooming,
of seeding before sprouting.

This is a time of revelation: the revealing of that which is eternal,
which we see every year, but still need to be reminded to see it in
a new way.

There is also the revelation of that which is new. Every Spring we
encounter something never before seen. It is that very newness
which embodies hope and potential for the wholeness which is
yet to be.

Let us allow Spring to unfold slowly that we may appreciate the
true mystery of rebirth and renewal.

Amen
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